                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

September 26, 2009        

Dear K3 Parents,

Welcome to Kindergarten.  We are very excited to welcome your family to KAUST Schools and we’re looking forward to teaching your children in K3 this school year.  It was a pleasure meeting and getting to know most of you during your visits to the ECC over the past two weeks.  We look forward to meeting the rest of you next week.

School Supplies
When your child arrives at school they will need to bring the following items:

· 2 sets of clothing (clearly labeled with their name)
· 1 plastic drink bottle containing water (clearly labeled)
· 1 small pillow
· 1 small sheet
· 1 sun hat
· Closed in shoes for outside play (appropriate for physical activity)

Getting Ready for School
Attached is a wonderful booklet to help you and your child get ready for school. There is practical advice and educational tips. If you need the booklet in another language, please click into this website for additional versions.

http://www.gettingschoolready.org/steps/getting-school-ready

Literacy
Please click on this link http://www.starfall.com/ to open up a wide range of Literacy Skills for Native English Speakers and English Language Learners. Let your child explore the website to become familiar with it’s layout and content. 

Please remember to assist your child with the activities on the website and stop the exploring when they are tired. 20 minutes maximum is usually a good limit for Kindergarteners, but stop before that if their interest wanes or they are tired.

Section1: Learning ABC’s is wonderful to either introduce or review letter recognition and sounds.

Section 2: Learning to Read- Covers more advanced phonic skills.

Section 3: It’s Fun to Read- Have your child complete the activity: All About Me. 

Getting Hands Moving

The next site:
http://www.videojug.com/film/how-to-make-playdough

Will show you and your child how to make play dough in a visual and written recipe. You may omit the ingredient, Cream of Tartar, if you don’t have it and the recipe will work just as well. With the play dough they can form letters, spell their names, make numerals and just play with it, allowing their hands, to get practice with small motor skills, strengthening them for writing.

Remember to store the play dough in a zip lock bag or container to use again later.

Math

This website; http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/numberjacks/moregames/   hosts many games based on early math with different levels of skills. Try all 6 components on the More Number Games for introduction and/or review of some basic math concepts. 

Also visit this website http://www.thisisdanielcook.com/#playroom  to review shapes and work on puzzles. In Daniel’s playroom, click on the sand toys and the t.v. puzzles to practice shapes and visual ordering. 

English Language
For English Language Learners begin to familiarize them with words and phrases they will hear and use in the Classroom in the first week. Below is listed some common words and phrases that are helpful to them to feel comfortable and follow the group: 

1. Hello/ Goodbye
2. My Name is…..
3. I am thirsty.
4. I am hungry.
5. I need to go to the toilet/bathroom.
6. Listen Please
7. Look at Me.
8. Sit Down/Stand up
9. Please/Thank You
10. Stop


Warmest regards from the K3 teachers!


Mary Fowler and Norah Nakato
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