September 26, 2009


Dear Parents,

We are very excited to welcome your family to KAUST Schools and we’re looking forward to teaching your children in K2 this school year.  It was a pleasure meeting and getting to know most of you during your visits to the ECC over the past two weeks.  We look forward to meeting the rest of you next week.

School Supplies
When your child arrives at school they will need to bring the following items:

· 2 sets of clothing (clearly labeled with their name)
· 1 plastic drink bottle containing water (clearly labeled)
· 1 small pillow
· 1 small sheet
· 1 sun hat
· Closed in shoes for outside play (appropriate for physical activity)



Getting Ready for School
You might like to read the following booklet on helping your child get ready for school. There is practical advice and educational tips. If you need the booklet in another language, please click into this website for additional versions. 
 http://www.gettingschoolready.org/steps/getting-school-ready 

Getting Hands Moving 
The next site:
http://www.videojug.com/film/how-to-make-playdough 
Will show you and your child how to make play dough in a visual and written recipe. You may omit the ingredient, Cream of Tartar, if you don’t have it and the recipe will work just as well. With the play dough they can form letters, spell their names, make numerals and just play with it, allowing their hands, to get practice with small motor skills, strengthening them for writing. 
Remember to store the play dough in a zip lock bag or container to use again later. 







English Language
For English Language Learners begin to familiarize them with words and phrases they will hear and use in the Classroom in the first week. Below is listed some common words and phrases that are helpful to them to feel comfortable and follow the group:  
1. Hello/ Goodbye
2. My Name is…..
3. I am thirsty.
4. I am hungry.
5. I need to go to the toilet/bathroom.
6. Listen Please
7. Look at Me.
8. Sit Down/Stand up
9. Please/Thank You
10. Stop

Home Activities
Over the next week you may like to do some of the following activities with your children at home:

· Find a photograph of your child and discuss why they like that photograph
· Find a photograph of your family that your child would like to share
· Take and share some photographs of interesting things around KAUST
· Have your child draw themselves and items they like
· Make Play Dough (please see the attached website)
· Count various items in your house (spoons, beds, chairs, books, pots, etc)
· Practice writing or recognizing your child’s name
· Practice using scissors
· Making collage pictures from little pieces of paper/colored card


It will be wonderful to see you all next week and we look forward to a great year of learning with your children.


Yours Sincerely,
K2 Teachers
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